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REGULATIONS RELATING TO TRANSPORTATION  >  CHAPTER I -- PIPELINE AND HAZARDOUS 
MATERIALS SAFETY ADMINISTRATION, DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION  >  SUBCHAPTER 
D -- PIPELINE SAFETY  >  PART 192--TRANSPORTATION OF NATURAL AND OTHER GAS BY 
PIPELINE: MINIMUM FEDERAL SAFETY STANDARDS  >  SUBPART L -- OPERATIONS

§ 192.615 Emergency plans.

(a)Each operator shall establish written procedures to minimize the hazard resulting from a gas pipeline 
emergency. At a minimum, the procedures must provide for the following:

(1)Receiving, identifying, and classifying notices of events which require immediate response by the 
operator.

(2)Establishing and maintaining adequate means of communication with appropriate fire, police, and 
other public officials.

(3)Prompt and effective response to a notice of each type of emergency, including the following:

(i)Gas detected inside or near a building.

(ii)Fire located near or directly involving a pipeline facility.

(iii)Explosion occurring near or directly involving a pipeline facility.

(iv)Natural disaster.

(4)The availability of personnel, equipment, tools, and materials, as needed at the scene of an 
emergency.

(5)Actions directed toward protecting people first and then property.

(6)Emergency shutdown and pressure reduction in any section of the operator's pipeline system 
necessary to minimize hazards to life or property.

(7)Making safe any actual or potential hazard to life or property.

(8)Notifying appropriate fire, police, and other public officials of gas pipeline emergencies and 
coordinating with them both planned responses and actual responses during an emergency.

(9)Safely restoring any service outage.

(10)Beginning action under § 192.617, if applicable, as soon after the end of the emergency as 
possible.

(11)Actions required to be taken by a controller during an emergency in accordance with § 192.631.

(b)Each operator shall:

(1)Furnish its supervisors who are responsible for emergency action a copy of that portion of the latest 
edition of the emergency procedures established under paragraph (a) of this section as necessary for 
compliance with those procedures.
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(2)Train the appropriate operating personnel to assure that they are knowledgeable of the emergency 
procedures and verify that the training is effective.

(3)Review employee activities to determine whether the procedures were effectively followed in each 
emergency.

(c)Each operator shall establish and maintain liaison with appropriate fire, police, and other public officials to:

(1)Learn the responsibility and resources of each government organization that may respond to a gas 
pipeline emergency;

(2)Acquaint the officials with the operator's ability in responding to a gas pipeline emergency;

(3)Identify the types of gas pipeline emergencies of which the operator notifies the officials; and

(4)Plan how the operator and officials can engage in mutual assistance to minimize hazards to life or 
property.

(d)[Redesignated as § 192.616. See 59 FR 6585, Feb. 11, 1994]

Statutory Authority

AUTHORITY NOTE APPLICABLE TO ENTIRE PART: 

49 U.S.C. 5103, 60102, 60104, 60108, 60109, 60110, 60113, 60116, 60118, 60137, 60141; and 49 CFR 1.97. 

49 U.S.C. 5103, 60102, 60104, 60108, 60109, 60110, 60113, 60116, 60118, 60137, and 60141; and 49 CFR 1.97.]

History

[Amdt. 192-24, 41 FR 13587, Mar. 31, 1976; Amdt. 192-71, 59 FR 6585, Feb. 11, 1994; 74 FR 63310, 63327, Dec. 
3, 2009, as corrected at 75 FR 5536, Feb. 3, 2010]

Annotations

Notes

[EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: 

 74 FR 63310, 63327, Dec. 3, 2009, added paragraph (a)(11), effective Feb. 1, 2010. For compliance date 
information, see: 74 FR 63310, Dec. 3, 2009, as corrected at 75 FR 5536, Feb. 3, 2010.]

Case Notes

LexisNexis® Notes

Minnegasco v. Minnesota PUC, 549 N.W.2d 904, 1996 Minn. LEXIS 368 (Minn June 13, 1996).
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Overview: Public utility commission was not authorized to impute goodwill value enjoyed by affiliate to utility 
company because it was not a cost of providing services. Repair costs were allocated to utility company because 
law required it to fix gas leaks.

• Federal standards require that a natural gas utility company provide a prompt and effective response to every 
notice it receives of gas detected inside or near a building, 49 C.F.R. § 192.615(a)(3)(i) (1995), and to 
make safe any actual or potential hazard to life or property. 49 C.F.R. § 192.615(a)(7). Go To Headnote

Research References & Practice Aids

NOTES APPLICABLE TO ENTIRE CHAPTER: 

[PUBLISHER'S NOTE: For Federal Register citations concerning Chapter I Advisory guidance, see 61 FR 30444, 
June 14, 1996; 67 FR 31974, May 13, 2002; 78 FR 41853, July 12, 2013.]

NOTES APPLICABLE TO ENTIRE PART: 

[PUBLISHER'S NOTE: The authority citation for Part 192 was revised at 83 FR 58694, 58715, Nov. 20, 2018, 
effective Jan. 22, 2019. For the convenience of the user, the authority citation effective Jan. 22, 2019, has been set 
out below: 

[PUBLISHER'S NOTE: Nomenclature changes to part 192 appear at 50 FR 45732, Nov. 1, 1985; 71 FR 33402, 
33406, 33407, June 9, 2006.] 

[PUBLISHER'S NOTE: For Federal Register citations concerning Part 192 Interpretations, see: 68 FR 35574, June 
16, 2003.] 

[PUBLISHER'S NOTE: For Federal Register citations concerning Part 192 Issuance of advisory bulletins, see: 76 
FR 28326, May 17, 2011; 77 FR 16471, Mar. 21, 2012; 78 FR 42889, July 18, 2013; 81 FR 54512, Aug. 16, 2016; 
82 FR 17152, Apr. 10, 2017.]
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