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May 28, 2020 

Dear Resident or Property Owner: 

The California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) granted San Diego Gas and Electric® (SDG&E®) a 

Permit to Construct the Artesian 230kV Substation Expansion Project on Camino Del Sur in the 

community of Del Sur/4S Ranch. The project also includes modifying the Bernardo and Rancho Carmel 

Substations and replacing around two miles of transmission lines. This project was reviewed pursuant to 

the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the CPUC issued a Final Mitigated Negative 

Declaration in July 2019. You can find more information about the environmental project review at 

cpuc.ca.gov/environment/info/esa/artesian. 

This project will help ensure safe electrical service, improve system reliability and provide more   

capacity to meet increased forecasted electrical demand in your community. The Artesian 230kV 

Substation Expansion Project, along with the transmission line replacement, are necessary to meet 

mandatory North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) reliability criteria and alleviate 

electric load congestion in the area. The communities of Poway, 4S Ranch, Rancho Peñasquitos, Carmel 

Mountain Ranch and Black Mountain Ranch are expected to grow by as much as 15 percent over the 

next 10 years.1 

Converting poles from wood to steel helps improve the safety, reliability and integrity of our electric 

system. We’ve replaced around 24,000 wood poles to-date with new, fire-resistant, weatherized steel 

poles. The new poles are usually placed within 10 feet of the current wood poles and are, on average,  

10 feet taller than the wood poles. The wood poles will be removed after the new steel poles and 

equipment are in place.  

Construction will happen intermittently in phases along the approved route. Required activities in a 

specific area may not be completed concurrently. There will be multiple construction locations and 

activities taking place at the same time with work hours, traffic control measures and noise restrictions  

1 2013/2014 SDG&E Transmission Planning Study (directed by NERC and CAISO) 



for each area dictated by local jurisdictions. Night work in some areas may be required. Construction 

dates are subject to change with compliance requirements, inclement weather or other unforeseen 

situations. Public notices will be posted as needed announcing future construction activities in     

affected areas.  

California’s COVID-19 stay-at-home order categorized energy sector work as essential to ensure the 

delivery of safe and reliable energy to our customers. Work will include site preparation, staging yard 

preparation and mobilization, conductor and structure removal, foundation and structure construction, 

wire stringing and restoration and underground trench work.  

Location:  See fact sheet provided  Hours: 7:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m. 

Start Date:  May 2020   Workdays: Monday – Saturday 

Duration:  Approximately 22 months 

Helicopters and drones may be used for construction and support, which may temporarily increase local 

noise levels, dust and other disturbances. If helicopters are needed during construction, SDG&E will aim 

to minimize their impact. Closing doors and windows to homes and buildings may help reduce potential 

disturbances during construction activities. 

SDG&E will work closely with local municipalities and community groups to ensure construction 

activities are as least disruptive as possible. Noise and dust disturbances may increase due to 

construction activities. We will keep communities informed during all phases of the project. We’re 

committed to working with you and local public safety officials to help reduce inconveniences and 

safeguard a smooth construction process.  

If you have any questions, please call (844) 765-6388 or visit sdge.com/artesian. Visit 

sdge.com/coronavirus to learn about SDG&E’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

Sincerely,  

	 	

Claudia Valenzuela 
Public Affairs Manager 
San Diego Gas & Electric 


