




Color the 
Flags
Workers have come and 
placed the flags. Now 
you’re ready to dig! 
But what do the flags 
mean? Each type of 
underground line has its 
own color. Unscramble 
the letters to learn 
what each color means. 
Then color the flags. 
And remember! Leave 
the flags in place until 
you’re done digging!

Electric lines

Water

DRE

LBEU

EWOYLL

RPLEPU

RANOGE

 EENGR

IKNPTemporary markings 

Natural gas, oil or steam 

Reclaimed water 

Communications 

Sewer

811 Makes Safety Fun
Connect the dots to help you remember 811! Instead of connecting numbers, connect the 
letters in these sentences:

8: Always ask an adult to contact 811 before you start digging in your yard.

1: Mark the area where you plan to dig in white paint or chalk.

1: Workers will come place flags where there are pipes and wires underneath.
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Find the Differences
The family in the pictures contacted 811 so they could plant a garden. These pictures don’t match. 
Find the 10 differences and circle them.

811 Pop Quiz
Help find what’s under the ground. Look at the flag color at the top. Circle the picture below it that 
matches the color. The activity above can help you find the right picture.



Dig Smart, Dig Safe
What should you do if there’s a flag close to your digging area? To stay safe, always use a hand 
tool instead of a large digging machine within 24 inches of a flag. Digging carefully will help you 
avoid a natural gas pipeline or power line. Look at the flags and digging areas in each picture. 
Determine the safest choice and draw a machine or hand tool.

26 inches15 inches 41 inches

Machine or Hand Tool?
Hand tools are best within 24 inches of a flag. Larger machines can be used safely farther away. 
Decide which tool is right for each picture. Then draw a line to match them.

12 inches 21 inches 27 inches 39 inches 45 inches

Find the Pictures
There are three large machines and five hand 
tools hidden in these pages. See if you can find 
them all! 

Safety Review

What’s Your Story?

What have you learned about natural gas and 
811 safety for natural gas and electric lines? 
Fill in the answers to find out!

Write a safety story in the spaces. It can be about gas, electricity or 811.
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DOWN

1. _______ carry natural gas under the ground. 

2. After contacting 811, keep all ________ in 

place until you are finished digging.

3. Dead or dying ___________, grass or weeds 

may be a sign of a gas leak.                  

4. Do not use anything that runs on 

__________ when there is a gas leak.  

5. Use a ___________tool to dig within 24 

inches of a flag.

ACROSS

6. Contact 811 at least two business days 

before you plan to _______________.  

7. If you see, smell, or hear a gas leak, you 

should tell an _________. 

8. A gas leak can make a whistling or roaring 

__________.  

9. You may not always be able to _________ a 

natural gas leak.  

10. Natural gas may have an unusual 

_____________. 

11. We _____ our food with natural gas. 

12. There may be a gas leak if you see bubbling 

___________ on the ground or dirt blowing 

into the air.

ANSWER KEY

1. Pipelines, 2. Flags, 3. Plants, 4. 

Electricity, 5. Hand, 6. Dig, 7. Adult, 8. 

Sound, 9. Smell, 10. Odor, 11. Cook, 12. Water



The people in this picture are being safe. 
Color the drawing. Then count how many 
things they’re doing safely. 

Color and Count
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